The (ildest and Best.

8 9. 8. e a combination of roots
and herhe of gredt curative powers,
and when takcn into the cirenlation
searches out and removes all manner
of peisoms from the blood, without
the least shock or harm to the systeui.
On the contrary, the general health
begins to improve from the first dose,
for S. S. 8. is not only a blood purifier,
but an excellent tonic, and strength-
ens and bnilds up the constitution
while purging the blood of impun-
ties. S.S. S. cures all diseases of &
blood poison origin, Cancer, Scrofula,
Rheumatism, Chronic Sores and
Ulcers. Fezema, Psoriasis, Salt
Rbeum, Herpes and similar troubles,
and is an infallible cure and the only
antidote for that most horrible disease,
Contagious Blood Poison.

A record of nearly fifty years of
suceessful cures is a record to be proud
of. S.8S.S. is more popular today
than ever. It numbers its friends by
the thousands. Our medical corres-
pondence is larger than ever in the
history of the medicine. Many write
to thank us fer the great good 8.8 S.
has done them, while others are seek-
ing advice about their cascs. All
letters receive prompt and careful
attention. Our physicians have made
alife-Jony studyof Blood and Skin Dis-

eases, and better understand such cases

than the ordinary practitioner who

makes a specialty of no one disease.
We are doing great
rood to suffering
humnnil_\' through
our consulting de-
partment, and invite

vou to write us if you have any blood

or skin trouble. We make no charge

whatever for this service.

THE SWIFT SPECIFIC CO.. ATLANTA, GA.

SIOrOUs quoeen, tnese Stupenaous gov-
ernmental are bullt on a
groan of dissatisfaction as w ide as Eu
rope. If it were left to the people of
England or Austria or Gernuany or
Russia whether these expensive eatab-
lishments should be kept up, do you
doubt what the vote would e? Now,
fs It not better that we be overtaxed
and the surplus he distrtbuted all over
the land than to have !t budlt up and
[l.lt'll up {nside of 11!1.13'}"»-.‘

CXPNSeR

Freedom From Oppression,

Again, the monopolistic oppression 18
fess in America than anywhere else.
The alr is full of protest because great
bhouses, great companies, great Individ
uals, are building such overtowering
fortunes. Stephen Girard and Jobn
Jacob Astor, stared at in their time for
thelr august fortunes, would not now
be r"'-:ill."} at In the streets of Wash-
fugton or Philadelplita or New York as
anything remarkable, These vast for-
tunes for ::"‘l} ping hedness, of
want for others. A growing protuber
ance on 4 man's hesu! 'ul..[lfu-‘. iliness of
{lie whole body. These vstates of dis
proportionate slze wenken all the body
politic. But the evil Is nothing with us
compared with the wmonopolistic op
pression abroad Tust look at the ec

SOOI
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Mshments on the other
alde the gea. Look at those great ca
thedrals, bullt at fabnlons expense and
51;1.;-‘;."[91.1 by oecloginstieal l'-.ll"h!'[u'r}.

eclesiastical esta

and sometiwes ‘¢ an audlence room
that wonld hold & thousand people 20
or 30 people gather for worship. The

pope's Income 1s 88,000,000 & year. Ca
thedrals of statnury and bralded arch
and walls covered with masterpleces of
Rubens and Rupbael and Michael An-

gelo. Against all the walle dash seas
of poverty and crime and flth and
abomination.

Ireland todavy one vast monopolistie
visitation. About 43,000,000 people in

Great Britain, and yet all the soll
owned by about 32,000, Statisties
enongh to make the earth tremble.
Duke of Devonshire owning 906,000
acres in Derbyshire, Duke of Rich-
mond ownlng 300,000 aeree around

Gordon castle, Marcus of Bredalbane
golng on a journey of 100 milea ln a
stralght line all on his own property.
Iuke of Sutherland has an estate wide
as Scotland, which dips inte the sea on
both stdes  Unfortunate as we have it
Loere, It Is a groat denl worse there,

The majerity of the people of the
1'nited States are on thelr way to for-
tunes. They will either be rich them-

selves, or thedr children will be rich. 1f
I should put to some men the questlon,
“Wonld have a fortone aud let
your chilidren struggle all thr b thelr
lives In the same Kind of struggle that
you have had to make 7" geores of men
would say: “1 am willing to fight this
battle all the way through, but glve
my children a chance. [ do not care so
inuch about myself. It is only for 10 or
20 years anyhow. Give my children a
ehnnes.” 1f there 1s anything that stirs
my admiration, It Is a man witheut any
eduention himself sending his sons to
collega and without any opportunity
for lnxury himself resolved that though
be shall have it hard all the days of his
life his children shall have a good

yaou

gtart. And I tell you that though some
of our people may have great commer-
cial strugeles there is going to be a
great opening for thelr sons and daugh
ters as they comne on to take thelr
places in the world,

Continuiug this international compar
fson, 1 have t to you that we have
A better elhmate than s to be found In
any other nation. We do not suifer
from anything ke the Scoteh mists or
the English the Russinn
blast or the typhus of southern Europe
or the Asiatle cholera. Epldemles in
Ameriea are exceptional, very excep

oSN ar

tional. Plenty of “wood and coal to
make a roaring tire midwinter. Easy
access to seabeach or wountain top
when the ardors of summer come

down, Michigan wheat for the bread,
Long Island corn for the meal, Caro-
lina rlce for the queen of puddings,
Loulslana sugar to sweeten our bever-
uges, Giorgia cotton to kl-n-[l s Wirm.
in our hand all products and all ¢l
mates. Are your nerves wenk? Go
north. Is vour throat delicate?
south. Do you feel crowded and want
more room? Go west, 1 declare It
this I8 the best country in all the world
to live in. How do I know it? 1 nave
650,000 new reasong for saying it; 650,
000 people in one year came from the
other side of the Atlantic to Hve iIn
Ameriea, and they emine because It is
the very best country to lve in,
Spirit of Ruln,

While making this international com-
parison let us look forward to the time
which will surely come when all na-
tiong will have ns great advantages as
our ow. As surely as the Bible Is true
the whole earth 18 to be gardenized and
get free. Even the elimates will change
and the heats be cooled and the frigid-
ity warmed.

Many years ago in this eity 1 gazed
upon a scene which for calamity and
grandeur one scldom sees equaled. |
mean the burning of the Smithsonlan
fnstitution, It was the pride of our
country. In It art had gathered rarest
specimens from all lands and countries.
It was one of those bulldings which

_seize you with enchantment as you en-
ter and all the rest of your Hife holds
you with a charm. 1 bappened to see
the first glow of the fires which on that
cold day looked out from the windows
of the costly vlle. | saw the angry ele

o

Qents rear anu rave. Lnpe shout orf ar-
frighted workmen and the assault of
fire engines only seemed to madden the
rage of the monsters that, rose up to
devour all that enme within reach uf‘
thelr chaln. Up along the walls and

through the doorg were pushed hn:.-lai
that suatehed down all they could |
reach and burled it Inte the abyss of |
flame beneath. The windows of they
tower would light up for a minute with |
a wild glare and then darken, as
though flends with streaming locks of
fire had come to gaxe on In laughing
mockery at all human attempis and
then sunk agaln into thelr native dark-
ness.  With erackle and roar and ¢rash
the floors tumbled.  The roofs hegan
here and there to blossom in wreaths
and vines of flame. Up and down the
pillars ran serpents of fire.  Out fiom
the windows great arms and fingers of
flame were extended, as though de-

stroyed splrits were begging for deliv-
eranee. The tower put on a coronet of
flame and staggered and fell, the
sparks flying. the firemen escaping. the
terror acenmulating. Hooks maps, rare
correspondency, autographs of kings,
costly dlagrams burned to elnder or
scattered for many a rood upon the
wild wigd so be picked up by the ex-
cited multitude, Oh. It seemed ke
some great funeral pile in which the
wealth and glory of our land had leap

ed to burn with its consuming treas

ures. The heavens were blackened
with whirlwinds of smoke, through
which shot the long red shafts of ca-
lamity. Destruction waved Its fiery
banner from the remalning towers, and
in the thunder of falling heams and In
the roaring surge of billowing fire 1
heard the spirits of ruin and desolation
and woe clapping their hands and
shouting, “Aha, aha!”

The Resurrection.

I turned and looked upon the white
dome of yonder capitol, which rose
through the frosty alr ae Imposing ns
though all the white marble of the
earth had come to resurrection and
stood before us, reminding one of the
great white throne of heaven. There
it stood, upmoved by the terrors which
that day had been kindled before |t
No tremor In its majestic columns, no
frown on Its mugnificent sculpture, no
flush of excitement In its velus of mar
ble. Columwn and capiinl dome
built to endure until the world Itself
shatters In the convulslous of the last
earthquake. Ob, what a contrast be-
tween the smoking ruln on the one
Lhapd and that gorgeous dreatn of ar-
chitecture on the other! Well, the day
speeds on when the grandest achleve-
ment of man will be consumed and the
world will blaze. Down will go gal-
lerles of art aud throues of royalty, and
the hurricave of God's power will scat-
ter even the ashes of consumed great-
ness and glory. Not oue tower left, not
one city unconsumed, not one scene of
grundeur to relleve the desolation. For-
ests dismasted, seas lcked up, contl
nents sunk, hemlspheres ann!hillated
Oh, the roar and thundering crash of
tliat last conflagration! But froa t
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ruln of a blakng earth we shall look
up to see the temple of liberty o d jus
tice rising through the ages, white and
pure and grand, unscarred and unsha

aen. Founded on the ety runl rock
swelling into domes of Infinftude and
glory in which the halleluliaha of heay
en have their reverberation. No flawe
of buman hate shall blacken its walls
No thunder of infernal wreath shall
rock Its foundations. By the vpheld
torches of burning worlds shall
read it on column and architrave and
throne of eternal deminfon, “Henven
and earth shall pass away, but truth
and 1iberty and justice shall never pass
away."
[Copyright, 1800, Louls Klopsch, N. ¥.]

We

Fashoda,

In the course of & checkered earver |
have seemn many unwholesome spots,
but for a God forsaken, dry sucked,
fiy blown wilderness commend me to
the upper Nile, a desolatlon of dexoin-
tions, as infernal reglon of howling
waste of weed, mosqultoes, flies and
fever, backed by a gronning waste of
thorn and stoues, waterless and water
logged. 1 have passed through It nnd
have now no fear for the hercaltel
And for Biis cholce spot thonsand of
homes might have heen
the whole of civilization rushed into a
cockpit of mutual slaughter.  Let qn
recommend France to send the minds
ter responsible for the Marehmiad vxpe
ditton for a short sojourn In the lund
No fitter punishment conld e
What a sensible idea it would be If
winisters of rival nations, foreseeing a
dispute, were to buy a large store of
cholee wines and cigars, leave them at
home and deelde to spend the time till
the dispute should be amicably settled
in the bone of contentlon.—From “Cape
to Calrn,” by Grogan and Sharp

Wreeaidl
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Shrines Guarded hy Mohammeduns,
Writing in The Ladies Home joun
nal on “Jerusalem ns We See It Ty
day,” Mra. Lew Wallace notes that
“there I8 a common lament that
sglirines dear allke to Jew and Chiistiun
are In keeping of the Mohnmmedan
For a thousand years they have been
guarded with reverence and decorun
by armed otficials tolerant of every
Hgion. Were Palestine In keeping of
American Protestants dehbasiug
ganctuaries into eating houses and con
cert rooms 1 fear Gethgemnne would
become a park for picnics and the holy
sepulcher, the shrine of shrines, he
made a hall for socials. Twenty rival
sects worshlp there in peace and safe.
ty. Were the Turkish guard with
drawn there would be fighting with
paving stones and consecrated eandle
sticks If other weapons were not al
hand. The house that is now a housy
of prayer might be made a den of
cooks. Perhaps 'tis better as it s

In Hemor of Her Now Cork Legm,

Near Salina the other day the friends
and nelghbors of a young waormnn who
had met with an accident procecded in
a body to her home and, through an vl
oquent spokesman, presented her with
n cork leg, after which there were mu-
sle, recitations and a supper. The lo
cal paper, In giving an account of the
affair, delleately notes that “the next
day the donors were rejolced to know
that the Yimb fitted admirably.”—-Kan-
sas City Journal.

Our

Baggage of Two Great Officers.

The elght room house, for campalgn
purposes, that arrived in China for the
use of Count von Waldersee and staff
was the object of a great deal of com-
ment among the officers of the allled
forces.

One of the Americans, who has a fine
record as an officor under General
Grant In our eivil war, sald dryly:

“Well, this is something new In cam-
palgning. It may do well enough in
China and for a count, but it wouldn’t
do for Americans, 1 remember what
General Grant took with him on his
final six days’ campalgn below Vicks
burg. He didn’t have an orderly, or a
sorvant, e a horso; he didn't even have
an overcoat, and he didn’t Lave a camp
chest.

“Why,” continued the speaker, warm-
ing to the subject, “he didn’t even take
a clean shirt! 1 was with him, and I
know. Yes, sir! General Grant's en-

the

tire baggage for those six days was a
toothbrush!"—Baturday Evening Post,
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LAKES DRYING UP,,
targe Arcas That Are Heecelving
Leas, 'y ater Than Formerly.

Licufenant O. Olufsen of the Danlsh
armny has recently completed hils sec-
ond series of explorations. in central
Asia and particularly on the lofty I'a
mir plateau, whern first Legan his
studies in 180G, 1Ie says that in the
past few years the quantity of water
in Turkesten and Bokhara hus notably
dimiinished. A number of cases that
were cultivated with wuch success sey
eral years ago have now been auan
doned because the streams that ren-
dered  their irrigation possible have
dried up.  This phenomenon is particu-
larly prominent along the little rivers
that feed the Syr Daria and the Amu
Durin. whose sources are among the
highlands of the Pamirs,

The quantity of snow on the Pamirs
is decreasing on account of the rapid
erosion of the soft schistose rocks
which form the ridges, the filllng up of
the valleys and the increased velocity
of the wind. With high winds blowing
over a surface that is now more legel
than formerly, the snows which fed
the lakes, the sources of these rivers
that helped to give fertility to Turke-

e

 stan and Bokhara, blow away in large

part, and the result is that the lakes
are much smaller than formerly.

e mentions in particular the Yeehil
Kul, or loke, which was formerly at
least 200 kilometers (about 120 miles)
in efrcumference. The lake 18 now only
about 40 miles in clreumference. I'arts
of it. however, still exist as little lakes
cut off from the wain lake in the lower
parts of the former bed occupled by
Yechil Kul when it was one unbroken
shoet of water. This lake, however, 18
not one of the feeders of the rivers, for
it is n salt lake.

A somewhat similar story comes
from South Afriea with regard to the
famous Lake Ngaml, discovered by
Livingstone more than 30 years ago.
The desleention of Lake Ngam! has
made extremely rapld progress In the
past 10 or 12 years. When Livingstone
reached the lake in 1840, he found a
sheet of water with an area of about
800 square kilometers. The lake has
now entirely disappeared. Its old bed
4 low lying plain covered with jun-
gle, with smuall arcas of boggy lands
here and there, but not a vestige of wa.
tor surface to be seen.

The Okawango river, once the outlet
of the lake, is entlrely dry for some 20
miles from Ngamf, where it begins to
gather waters agaln. Formerly many
natives lved around the edges of #ie
luke and raised a great deal of grain
there. But culture is now impossible,
as there is no water to irrigate the
crops, and the result Is that the numer-
ous villages around the luke have been
abandoned. Ounly a comparatively few
Lerders of eattle still live where In the
floutishing days of Lake Ngawl there
was a large population.
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Insects Dread X Rays
Some interesting experiments on the
cticet of the Roentgen rays on the low
er anlimals have recently been made.
A Loy was made half of wood and half
In the wooden half a

of flles, bees, beetles

of sheet lead,
ntinber of larva
wind other fusects was placed, and the
Lox wis theu put in the tield of the X
ruys.

The insect colony at became
greatly excited and after crawling to
and fro finally emigrated, to a worm
to the leaden half of the box, where the
ruvs could not penetrate.

The experiment was repeated many
times and always with the same result.

A shilar experiment was tried with
the Litnd larvie of a certain specles of
Leetle. A number of them were placed
in an open elgar box, which aleo con-

once

No gooner were the rays turned on than
the luscets showed slgns of distress
Thelr uneasiness Increased, and In 8
little while they all sought refuge In
the metal box. The X rays, it shounkl
be remembered, casiy penetrate wood
and most other substances, but cannot
pass through metal unless It is very
thin plate,

As the larvie In the second experiment
were entirely sightless, their percoption
uf must take place through the
ners thi

This assamption in mccordance
with the freguently observed fact that
prolonged exposure to the X rays glves
rise. even in human beings, to inflam-
mation of the skiy and causes the hair
to fall off.
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fuspended Prayers to Kill a Snake.

A snake came near breaking up the
prayer mecting in the Flemington (N,
J.) Buaptist church the other night
While the meeting was in progress a
woman suddenly discovered the snake
wriggling down the aisle, Others saw
it about the sawe time, and there came
near being g panle.

The cooler heads averted this, how
ever, and one of the male teemlwers
asked the leader to discontinue tn
services until he had kilied thiee I‘l']lll:i'
It was soon dispatched. aml the meet
ing was resumed.

It was just an innocent little garter
sniake, a foot lonug. but some of the Ia
dies were willing to aver that It was 5
10 foot rattler, N7 rattles and o
button.—Philadelphin Record.

with

Lions In Indin,

Lord Curzon, the viceroy of India.
has abandoned his contemplated hunt
of the five or six lléns now left In the
Giir forest. “There are few Instances
of extinetlon,” says The Saturday Re
tlew, “more remarkable than the rap-
{d and complete disappearance of the
lfon, which not long ago overran most
of India. There are probably men allve
still who have seen or slaln geores of
them. It is not 40 years since the last
lion was killed In upper India. The
arid deserts of Kathinwar were proba-
bly at all times thelr chief stronghold,
and in those parts a doomed remnant
still lingers by virtue of careful preser-
vatlon. The viceroy has gracefully de-
cided to leave them undisturbed and
thus set an example which will add
years to the existence of the race.”

Whnt Modern Eloeution Meanas,

To most people—to a large number
who ought to know better—elocution
means slmply “reciting pieces.” For
this many of the entertainers, amatenr
and professional, who regale soclety
with their efforts are to Mtame. Elocu
tion has been so long held to be gynon-
ymous with rant and affectation that
the art has fallen Into disrepute, fnd
at the last national conventlon of elo
cutiontsts It was proposed to drop this
designation and substitute the word
“gxpressionists.”  This resolution fall
ed to pass, fortunately, It should be
gald.—Natlonal Magazine.

Belleves Hin Wife,

The Oskaloosa (Kan.) Independent re
cently reported a former eltlzen, Th
W. H Ridgewny, as dead at Topekn
whercupon the dead man wrote nw
gald: I went home and told my wife !
was dead aud produced the copy of
your paper In proof. While she b« 3
good woman and all that. she think
your paper Hed, and she showed th
cournge of her convietions by making
me carey In a lot of conl and water
B0, Mr. Editor, I may say that | an
ot dead, but 1 ai mwad”
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A\rbee fable Pr?p;ralix;n for As-
similating kawddmll{e%lla-
ting the Stomachs and Bowels of

Promotes Digestion Cheerful-
ness and Rest.Contains neither
m,Morphine nor Mineral.

OT NARCOTIC.

Jawipe of Old Tr SOAUELPITCHER ||
Fumplin Seed -
Alx.Senna *
Lochelle Sols -

Ce——

Aperfect Remedy flor Constipa-
tion, Sour Stomach,Diarrhoea.

Worms Convulsions, Feverish-
ness and LOSS OF SLEEP.
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THE VALLEY

Buildine & Loan ssoenation

WOODSTOCK, VA,

-

OFFIVERR ©

J. 1. Wiusmayn, I'res, and
Manaver,
W. S, Frescu, V. President.,
W W. Loaay, Secty, and Trox,
DIRECTORS

J. L. Wissax, Gro. R. Grany,
W W, LoucaN, L. S. Warkog, 17,
W. MaGrungn,

Address W W, LOGAN,

Seey. & I'reas.
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1 wish to inform the people of Wordar ok

and ot her sections that T will do all ki .
upbolstering, such ar renovat inE 8Os, chy ra
matgresses &c., in the best manner an I at
most roasonable prices,

All work guarantesd or the mon " .

ed. Can refer you to some ol our
people for whom we have worked.

I nlso continue to doall manner of s
pairing promotly,

Nov, 10-tf.
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WOODSTOCK, - VIRGINIA,
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Watches, Clocks,

JEWELRY SITVERWALE,
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L J\ nice fl\\anr'[:nl-l‘.‘”:

TIAWKES SPECTACLES
and eve glasses, Callin m } exa
them.  All kinds of reparin o (1)

and tnara

short Botic

May 18—1lyr,

TAMES WICK !-I,\;I.
PracticalELECTRICI AN,

‘,\ OODSTOCK, \‘A,

is prepared to Turnmish electvieal doo!
bells, burglaralarmsannuanciators sets
fine. de.and to repair electrical ap-
paratus of all kinds.

Office and Labaratory, Corner of
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GROTTOES
NATURAL BRIDGE
MOUNTAIN LaKE
BRISTAL
KNOXVILLE
CHATTANOOG!
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BIRMINGHAM
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stock, Va.
Prompt attention given to i
Orders by telephone will
prompt attention.

 WOODSTOCK
MARBLE  WORKS,

WOODANTOCK, VA.

Wonuments, Tombs and all Kinds
of Cemetery Work

l,owsat prices inthe Valley., Give m

calls
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Cavests, and Trade-Marks obtained and #ll Pat-
jent business conducted for Mopgrate FETS.
OuR OFFICE I8 OPPORITE U.8. PatenT OFFiCE
and we can secure patent in less e
from Washington. _
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BULLDING AND LOAN ASSOCLATION

”

| Home Office. Woodstock, Va.

OFFICERS:

£ D. NKWMAN, Pres, and Gen’l Manager,
J. W.SANTMIER, Vice Pres,
M. 8. WUNDER, Secretary.
M. COFFMAN, Treasnrer

—— e

? DIRECTORS:

| B.D. NEW3 N,
| M.B. WUN R,
D.C.OFLA ERTY.
J. W, SANTMIER,

¥. S. PENNYBACKER,
| B. F. BORDEN,
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the Association to be jnst what they wans.

mai, onthly payments will find

Address. M. B.

- Nouthem

'SCHEDULE BETWEEN ALEXANDRIA, WASHINGTON,
NASSAS AND HARRISONBURG.

WUNDER, Secty. Woodstock, Va.,

L.S. WALKER,
£. E. STICKLEY
H. H. HAUN,
JOSIAH STICKLE)
W. A. PENCE,
JAS. M. PAINTER.

874,359 o
$175,603 81
$210,437 78
$441,977.37
$571,429,0%
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Dyspepsia Cure

Digests what you eat.

Itartificially digests the food and aids
Nature in strengthzniog and recon-
gt*~qting the exhausted digestive or-

! ant and tonic.
| can approach it iz efiiciency. It in-
| stantly relievesand permanently cures

gaus. 1t isthe latest discovereddigest-
No other preparation

Dyspepsia, Iodigestion, Heartburn,
Fiatulence, . Sour Stomach, Nausea, |
Sick Headache, Gastralgia,Crampsand |
all other results of imperfect digestion. |
Pricesoc. and $1. Large size contains 23 times

small sise. Book all about dyspepsia maliedfree |
Prepared by E. C. DeWITT 4 CO., Chleage |
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L.S. Browx, Genl, Agt. 705 Fifteenth Sty n.,/w. 'Washington, D. C.

Frank S, Ganyox, J. M. Curr, W. A, Turx,
3dV.P. & M. Traffic Man, 4. P A
WASHINGTON, D. C,
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| aylvania Rallroad Passenger Station, Wash-
.. where connection is made for
Haltimore, Philadelphis and New
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